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Hlaving an istancd o sourself s o perfect solution .

for those in need of real peivacy, but You need 1o g
Choose the right one. Jodfon Allason Investigires
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“secuded, secret world, populated
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s can aspire - but it is 2 fantasy in need of
discernment, For ishands are pot created equal in
climate, size, comfort of accessibility. A few
weeks ago | was shown a private iske in the
Wumaumacm
is sublime, the design harmonious, the weather
enticing - and rare hornbills lind on your
hwmm»hhmm
Istand from Europe or North America is no
small undertaking, other than by private jet into
Sihanoukville, from which it i an exhilarating
30-minute boat ride. And these is the

* with camera and video. No accident then that
the mast perfectly peivate islands have their own
landing strips. Visiting Lirtle Whale Cay in the
Bahamas | was amused to see animals grazing
the akrstrip. Not only docs it keep the grass down
but acty as a deterrent to unespected guests.
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The cay also has its own chapel, the most
romantic venue imaginable for a wedding.

However one does not have to be a Marlon
Brando ar Malcolm Forbes and actually buy a
speck in the ocean to enjoy the private joys of
island life. Even so, prospective renters munt
beware Nat every website offering peivate island
rental has a nﬂmoumthemhe
mmmﬁyuhm“m&
of their propertics. Better then to rely upon onc
of the handful of experts who know the
and weaknesses of these little parcels of paradise.
It is very much about matching client to idand,'
says John Steinle of specialises Sanctuare.'On
some we can lay on the most spectacular services,
on others simplicity is the whole point.”
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9 described here, the istand is for
party of up to 16 guests, Once
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of 30. With mwmw
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of the rare places where the famous can escape
constant public scrutiny and truly relax without
mwmbhm%l
stayed, the Last signatures in the guest book read
“Bill & Melinda’. Who needs surnames*
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(or one of which is the Linding strip) aftcr
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official maps. But there s the gloey of it: when
you are king of the castic your word is liw. One
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plantation
house and five charming Bahamian cottages.
Sea-Doos and 1ki boats await, though | was as
happynl&gdrnlk-hngaoaaofwuw
sand revealod at low water. anything can
bemd.hddu and lobster
barbecues on the beach. One renter demanded 2
. submarine to explore the recfs.

1f Mustha represents the tropical art of the
mwhﬁmiw“bpﬁ

- opposite, x0d on offer in the southern

hemisphere ar Great Meroury, off the coast of
New Zealand’s North Island, With 5,000 acres

of forest and meadows, and 50 miles of coastiine
including 12 long beaches of white sand, the
pclmoﬁhhmﬁhkg“hq&numnd
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rental for 2
¢ home of 5,000
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guesthouses built of driftwood and rock by a
radical Sardinkan architect. Some of the roofs are
Mm%hhﬂmnﬂ
m@: From here, deep sea fishing
beeween October and April when the sea is
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warm, scuba and waterskiing are on the
menu, John Dory, tuna, snapper, crayfish,
-«Jfl-‘«,-\ and mussels abound, and a ralented

pen kitchen

chef prepares the casch in the «
Food and drink is included with only the
cost of the helicopter tours to be added to
the bill, “This is Treasure Island, one client
wrote in her blog, And for children it is just

that, with adventure trails and a large heated

swimming pool should the sea fail to invite

gy, island brokers

Perhaps surprising

FCPOT AN INKITAse N enguines for temperate

s like New Zealand and even Scotland
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Muauritius and increasingly with the

So familiar arc jetsetterns wit

Seychelles that it is the non -t

alternative that now prques « bent taste

Hence the burgeoning interest in
financial industry in Ronay in the middle of
Scothand's Ourer Hebrides .\r:';'?rv and
more remote than this it hardly gees on this,
one of the very smallest British Isles. [t
ofters a taste of how life once was

Were one in scarch of sophisticated
island pareying, Angra dos Reis ~ Bay of the

Kings ~ in Brazil is the place, with 365

wlands and some 2,000 beaches. vall
hero Ronaldo and ~w|~'r~n-n";f Gasele
Bandchen own private islets here. The bay s
beautiful, the architecture uninhibited and
guests sing for their supper ~ sometimes
lirerally as when the Rolling Stones’ vache

mysterioaly caught fire off the island of

pioneering plastic surgeon Ivo Pita
i L | R

Many of the islands and promontones,

the \\iuuwuu”\ L= ':rl'm_’ lu\, are for

rent = through the nght channcls, notably

Cazenoves Lowd in Loodon. 'Rich
Brazilians view their beach houses very
much as they do their mistresses,’ remarks
my friend Stephen. “They are for all the
world to admire, regularky rebuile,

11 ! 4 "
occasionally abandoned and sometimes lent
o}

to friends when the owners are away.’
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No one does private wland rel

better than the Greeks, though. After all,

they have had 3,000 yean” practice, and the
distillation of white walls and sunny

PCTTaces agnst the -’:ulmg blues of sea and
sky offers true balm to the soul. Among the
most special is Pegasus, commanding the

approach to the Cyveladic islands, Its beauty,

SCRCTLY And Proximmity to Athens were

cherished by Pericles. Today the calm, ¢l
waters of the Inland Sea still lap sandy
beaches fringed with acactas, inviting
\‘a!.':kf:h'l; Jnll !'\)J'X-'IK .‘l» COgARIng

alternative s to ride bareback along the

beaches and through shallow bays

Ihe villa was built by 2 shipping

magnate in the 19205 and has now been

sensatively restored in the Jocal st
with subtle updating, cach bedroom
enjoving en suite facilities and fast internet
connections. Such s the tradition of island
hospitality that the family buile a taverna
close to the dock, entertaining such guests
as Onassis and Maria Callas, Garbo and
von Karajan, It is still one of four

vel with a

fownivhrru houses = and a ch
history dating back to the 18th century

Today terrace living on Pegasus offers »

sense of timelessness — and the opportunity
for up 1o 14 guests 1o explore the treasures
of Attica and the Cyclades at a tranquil
pace. Not bad for a very private island less
than 25 minutes by helicopter from Athens
international arport

Needless to say, extras are on call in all
the islands described, from painting tutors
10 masseurs, with every sort of adventurous
expedition available upon request, often

with special access to sites. Candlelit dinner

at a ruined temple anyone? The most
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popular requests are for motor yaches and
outdoor cinema screens, One island renter
regularly orders an entire spa, Others specify
rare vintages or import live entertainment,

For the most luxurious private islands
the ceiling is between 10 and 24 guests, For
celebration on a larger scale, party-givers
like retail king Sir Philip Green take over
small iskand resorts in their entirety. For
example North Island in the Seychelles,
Banyan Tree Madivaru and its six tented
villas in the Maldives, and for really big
events, Peter Ishand in the British Virgin
Islands can all be hired for exclusive use
through Elegant Resorts, along with
carefully coordinated party planning.

Sametimes, though, less truly is more.
My own chosce would be Kia Ora Sauvage
on remote Rangiroa atoll in French
Polynesia. Islands do not get much smaller
or deserted than this merw. Just five
traditional Polynesian cabins in the shade of
vocoa palms, cooled by trade winds with the
distant roar of waves breaking on the reef.
Dress code? Sarong and a straw hat, Menu?
Freshly caught Jobster and fish from the
lagoon barbecued against a backdrop of
primary vellow, green and blue. In fact you
can find a private dream island to take over
almost anywhere in the world and have it 1o
yourself to enjay in peace. s+
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ISLAND ESSENTIALS

MUSHA CAY, Exumnas, Bahamnas,
marina@carpediomiravel couk

LITTLE WHALE CAY, Bahamas,

www. littlewhalecay com

GREAT MERCURY ISLAND, North Island,
New Zealand, wwwieasonzcon:

RONAY, Outer Hebrides, UK,
www.prwateslandsonline.com

ANGRA DOS RELS, Brazil. Islands including
Toc Toc. wwwieatloyd com

PEGASUS, Cycladic Islands, Greece.

www ilivestargreece com

K1A ORA SAUVAGE, Rangiroa, French
Polynesa, wwwhotelaoracom

SONG SAA. Koh Rong. Cambodia,
WWWSONZLARCOM

SANCTUARE ISLAND ADVICE,
www.sancluarecom

ELEGANT RESORTS. Private rental of resort
slands, wwwelegantresorts.couk



